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Research Paper

Long-stay of the Japanese in Chiangmai: Analysis of the

Determining Factors in the Pre- and Post-Period of the Visit

Chalermpol Chamchan* and Oratai Soparat**
Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

Faculty of Social Sciences, Naresuan University

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the “determinant factors” which influenced the decision-
making process of a long stay visit to Chiangmai by the Japanese. The study was designed to
be a retrospective analysis of the pre- and post-period of the visit. Specifically, it considers the
importance, and compares the influence, of the factors prior to travelling, such as expectations
regarding the experience, and the actual experience after having lived for a period of time
in the province. A self-administered questionnaire was employed as the data-collecting tool.
Sixty-eight questionnaires in total were completed. The analysis revealed that the determining
factors, ranked by level of importance, in the decision-making process of a long-stay visit to
Chiangmai included cost of living (as compared to standard of living), local people (friend-
liness and generosity), safety and security, attractiveness of the tourist attractions, food and
culture, language, presence of relatives or friends living nearby, and promotional campaigns
and support for long-stay tourism. In regards to the actual experience, all of the factors had a
higher score than expected, except for safety and security. Some issues relating to the living
environment in the province, especially enforcement of traffic safety, had a negative effect on
the sense of feeling safe on the part of the Japanese while staying in Thailand. However, it
was found that the presence of relatives or friends living in Thailand, followed by the Thai
language, were the factors with the highest contribution to satisfaction with the long-stay

experience by the Japanese as compared with what they expected.

Keywords: long-stay, Japanese, Chiangmai, determinants
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World total fertility and life expectancy at birth:
1995-2050
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Median Age of Different Regions
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China is Ageing Fast
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China’s Age Pyramid is Changing Fast
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Ageing Societies are Looming

Figure 1: Elderly (Aged 65 and Over), as a Percent of the Population, 2010-2050
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Source: World Population Prospects (UN, 2009).

Source: CSIS, 2011, Global Aging and the Future of Emerging Markets




Life Expectancy (Asian region)
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Future Life expectancy

Major area and region 1950-1955 2000-2005 2050-2055 2100-2105 2150-2155 2200-2205 2250-2255 2295-2300

Male life expectancy at birth (vears)

World ..o 4517 63.33 T73.04 81.23 R6.46 090.34 93.29 9545
More developed regions....................... 63.53 72.13 79.43 85.73 90.38 04.14 97.27 99.69
Less developed regions.........cccvceeeneee 40.24 61.74 72.12 80.64 85.90 89.74 02.66 94.77
ABTR i 40.70 65.52 74.63 82.03 R6.80 00.62 093.52 05.63

Western Asia. ... 43.64 67.11 76.51 82.25 86.16 89.38 01.96 93.82
South-central Asia......ocoiiiiiiiiennins 40.03 6247 73.38 81.58 86.47 89.91 92.51 04.37
South-eastern ASia .........ccocooecruecenne. 39.91 64.36 75.26 82.30 86.90 00.40 03.15 05.18
Eastern Asia ..., 41.36 69.73 75.68 82.61 87.99 92.29 05.84 98.55

Female life expectancy at birth (vears)

WO oo 4793 6763 7751 8450  80.15 9265 9526  97.15

More developed regions..............c....... 68.54 79.40 B5.25 00.74 94.76 97.96 100.62 102.66

Less developed regions..........ccccov...... 41.88 65.09 76.31 83.69 88.35 91.82 04.41 96.28
AL et eees e 4212 69.02 7937 8551 8971 9300 9553  097.39

WESLEIT ASIlcvrr oo errcoe e 4679 7131 8101 8561 8886 9168  93.96 9556

South-central ASid... ... 3887 6393 7712 8423 8845 0143 93.690 9534

South-eastern Asia ... iannn 42.09 69.15 79.89 85.08 00.01 03.00 05.50 97.27

EASIEIN ASfl e eeere s 4466 7475 8164 8761 9230 9602  99.10  101.46

. (11)
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Source: World Population to 2300, UN 2004




What about Thai People?
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Source: Table A15, World Population to 2300, UN 2004
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Longevity
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Opposite Trends of Youth & Elderly
Populations

(2) Ratio of Elderly Populaton to Total Population
(1) Ratio of Youth Population to Total Population
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Source: Chart 6, Speech by Ms Sayuri Shirai, Member of the
Policy Board of the Bank of Japan, at a meeting
with business leaders, Kumamoto, 29 November 2012
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Consumption Expenditure on Durable Goods in Japan
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Domestic final consumption expenditure of houssholds (left scale)
Expenditure on durable consmmphion goods (rght scale)
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Source: Chart 9 & 10, Speech by Ms Sayuri Shirai,
Member of the Policy Board of the Bank of Japan, at a
meeting

with business leaders, Kumamoto, 29 November 2012
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Policy Board of the Bank of Japan, at a meeting
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Pension Timebomb

Figure 10: Total Public Benefits to the Elderly (Aged 60 and over), as a Percent of GDP,

2007-2040
India us = 2007
Mexico UK =2040
China - 8.0% Japan
Russia 10.2% Brazil
Poland 10'%’_9% Germany
S.Korea 14.1% France
Canada L 14.7% Italy
0:'.‘5 1{;% 2{')% 3{.}% 4{‘}% 5{;% 4(;% 56%

Source: The Global Aging Preparadness Index (CSIS, 2010).

Source: CSIS, 2011, Global Aging and the Future of Emerging Markets
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* Old age dependency of those aged 65 or more to those aged
20-64

In Germany, by 2035, there will be only two people of working
age supporting each person over 65 compared with four to one
in the past

In Italy, the dependency ratio in 2008 was one in three. By
2035, it will be fewer than two people of working age to support
each person aged 65 or more

For Japan, in 2015, old age dependency doubled from 1995,
reaching 45%




Pension Reforms
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